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''P Lthough Death may b4 ſtiled the. fum- 
/\ mum bonum of Mankind, yet mow has J.... 
De proved fatal to marta' ity, bygepriving thr ce. | 
mgdoms of that Jewel, which promiſed-Poſges 
F/ty eternal happineſs ; the .many, vertues of 
our royal Child, which outſtript 42s tender years, 
Fnade Heaven rake notige of his early piety, & 
hought him a bleſſing tos great for Kaxtals ta 
oy: the immature diſſolution the yp hopes 
" $1 Branch has cauſed weeping grief t0 fly OVER... . 
$-is Hand, for which ty 3; cay nof 
#Þe be bappy till Death tranſports us.to the on: 
ge/tial Regions, where we may eternally be ad- 
iring that objef, which the whole Nation ſo | A 
uch adored whilſt ſaruiving : the abſence of | 
$cb a ſacred Child ( without whoſe converſation 
e joyes of Augels could not be compleat ) ml 4 
Weeds cut to the. heart the greateſt Greg 
Wat ere the World produced, cannot ſufficy# 
Fndole the royal Family's ſorrow, the, 


 * The Epiſile Dedicatory, 
do mot preſume to comfort ſuch an inſupportable 
affiiftion :- 1 only attempt to lay this Traftate of 
the Conſolation of Death on the ſhrine of your 
benigne favour, becauſe it was occafionally writ- 
ten on the too late unhappy misfor tune of Eng- 
land, for I am bighly ſenſible that any thing of 
devotion finds grace in your fight, whoſe dazling 
beams of unparelleld godlineſs lrike your admi-) * 
ring beholders with as much ſtupefattion, as the 
brightneſs of the overſhadowing Cloud did the 
amazed Diſciples on Mount Tabor; \Matchleſs 
q. | Lady of Piety ! your rojal ſelf being the onh 
| hopes great Brittain has ow left to make he 
happy, T pray the Almighty # ing of Rings may 
leng then your life with a Neſtorian age, tha 
by your reſplendent Vertues we may be guided tt 
theſe tvelraſting Manſions, where the Bleſſe, 
Duke now fits crowned with immortality, (0 
C divine Princeſs.) 1 reſt 
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THE 


Conſotation of Death. 


| EATH! whatis it? 4t is the only rc- 
I) ceſs of the Soul from the Body 1ntc 
the eternal Manſions of celeſtial joys; 
where we ſhall be cloathed with the 
hell glorions robes of immortality, and trium- 
eſs} phantly rejoyce in the peaceful Shades of 
4 unciſturbed Reft. 
2 As our days encreafe, life decreaſes, ſo that 
ay we are hourly dying ; and as it is appointed 
zatfh unto all Men once to die, what need' we be de- 
zo} firous of that which is always flying fromus? 
ed{ if Man would but ſeriauſly meditate on the 
ſo{ clogs of humane life, he would not (thoug|i 
many years younger than' that Emperout 
whs joyfully writ to his Nephew Caius, that 
he Bad eſcaped the ClimaGterical year) defir- 
t&Ave in the miſcries thereof : if rich, he is 
eWycd; if poor, he is lighted ; various 
ſcefies of ſorrows'are daily fet before the eye; 
of mortality, as Sickneſs, War, Fire, Famine, 
Peſtilence, Loffes, Croſſes, and ' a-thouſfand 
other calamities which attend the wretchec 
ſtate of Mankind, where then can we fi 
from this Bochims or Valley of Tears for ſhe-+ 
IE A.3 tcr } 


(6) 
ter ? no Where, but in the Regions of Death * 
when Jſraed thought his beloved Feſeph had 


been flain, he refuſed to be comlorted by | 
his Sons and Daughters, ſaying, / will go down | 
into the Grave unto my ſon, mourning : by which |! 


mournful'expreſhon, he pathetically intima- 
ted, that no comfort couid mitigate his grief 
£11] he had ſeen Death : 1;kewiſe that molt pa- 


tient Man who dwelt in Zz the metropolis | 
of Chaldean (uperſtition, in his great diſtreſs | 


and unparalleld afflictions cryed out, Why 


died I not in the womb ? why did / net give | 
þ the ghoſt when I came out of the belly? For | 


now ſhould I have lien (till, aud been quiet, 1 
ſhould have ſlept ; then had I been at reſt ; thus 
we atc plainly ſhewed Man is not at peace 
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till in his Tomb : there Kings are quiet from | 


the ſedirtions of their Subje&s, Courtiers from * 
the emulation of their rivals in Honour, Fa- | 
vourites from the ciſgrace of their Princes | 
diſpleaſure, Priſoners from their Oppreſſprs, | 


and Slaves from miſerable Bondage. 4 


Amaz'd 'at Death! no;; the comfortFof 7 . 


it are ſuch, that it delivers [nſants from rfn- | 


ning into actual fin, Youth from filling the 
Catalogue of abominable vices, Mankind 


{rom- the incumbrances of worldly affairs, ! 


and Old Age frem ſupperting his tottering 


frailty on the Crutch : Death gives caſe to 
the 


Sz 
h : Fthe diſeaſed, and health to ſickneſs ; where” 
ad Ffore if you find him any time viſiting you, 
by Jbe not ſurprized, be not daunted at his a- 
wa Flarm, but cling to him as the Moabireſs did 
ch Fto Naomi, crying whither thou geeſt, 1 will 
a- Jgo ; and where thou lodgeft, 1 will lodge : 
ef I itruggle with him for thy Soul's enlargment, 
a- Jas Facob did with the Angel at Penie/ ; be 
is Jnot faint hearted, ſor fo die is gain ; ſeeing 
ſs 3 Death ſtand before your Face, do not tt- 
hy | merouſly ſay ( as Ahab did to Elijah ) Haſt 
ve | thou found me, O mine enemy? for he is no 
r | enemy, heisa friend toalt fleth, and to ſhew 
] | you entertain him as ſuch, courageouſly 
s | ( like Saint Paul) ery, I defire to be difſole 
4 ved, and to bewith Chriſt. _ 
| Every Man endued with true Chrifzar 
7 courage wilheth to be acquainted with Death, 
7 the Harbinger of bliſs, he would willingly 
# ſir the Saddle of his pale horſe ; for ihſtanec, 
7 when 1t was revealed to Simeon, that he 

1 ſhould not ſee death before he had ſeen the 
" 2 Lords Chriſt, as ſoon as he had took Jeſus up 

3 in his armes and bleſſed God, he claimed ( be- 

ing ſenſible of the inequality between humane 

q nature and immortal bleſſings > his diffolutt- 

z on; in a charming ecſtacy, he ſang, Lord, 

y row letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
| according to thy word ; in fine, thoſe who 
| icriouſly 


: (3) 
ſeriouſly weigh the difference between Earth Xi 
and Heaven, they would not with Hezekiah 
pray to have the thread of life ſpun longer, | h: 
but impatiently wiſh the golden Planet may or 
haſten his courſe on the Dial of Abaz, that tj 
their pure Souls might follow the Shadow of ct 
his refleting Beams to the all-glorious Habi-{ fi 
tations of an indulgent God : none ſtartle at} 7/ 
Death, -but ſuch whoſe Conſcience is not paſs-# of 
port ſufficient through the Shadows of an e- ® # 
ternal Change: 'tis ſuch, who dread any jy b 
Diſtemper they feel to be the Meſſenger of & : 
Death, and by the advice of able Phyſicians} d 
would countermand the decree of Nature, iff t 
Gold and temporal Preſents were admitted j 1 
ranſomes at ſuch a time; but as it is written |} cr 
1n the Goſpel, whoſoever will ſave bis life ſhall | 
boſe it : therefore by a godly life make a pre- | 
parative againſt Death brings your ſummons, | « 
and then Chrift tells you, whoſoever will loſe || « 
his life for my fake, ſhall find ;t. KF 
Nay fo greatly have the Ethnicks been ra- } | 
viſht with the glory of a future being, that } 
Cleombrotus and others ( if we may believe |} . 
Plutarch ) reading a Treatiſe of the immor- $_ 
tality of the Soul, killed themſelves, fo cager 
were they of their Souls happineſs before | . 
their times came : ſhall we then, who are di- * 
rected by God himfelf the ready path to ! 
FO immortality, | 


(9) . 
hE immortality, and the g'orious Chambers of 
th eternal pleaſures, be ocutbrav'd by ſuch who 
r, {had the glympte of an ater happineſs but up- 
yi on truſt? no, when the time of our diſfolu- 
atftion comes, and the Jalit fand of our great 
of change is dropping, like David, have con» 
+ | fidence in Ged's grace, and with him ery, 
ath though { walk throagh the walley of the ſhadow 
$-f of death, 1 will fear noevil : for thou art with 
e- » me, thy rod, and thy ſtafe, they comfort me : 
y 4 bravely ery out in defiance, O death, where is 
of | thy fling ? O grave, where is thy viftory? inſo 
1s} doing you are more then conguerours, Ge will 
if} triumphantly ſhoot the Grlf of eternity in 
d | ſpight ofall efforts that ſhall cempt your car- 
mn | nal deſire to.tarry here. 
113 Why ſhould Man be fo unwilling to change 
e- | for Heaven that life, which from its ſoon 
s, | extinguiſhing, is compared to the ſimilitudes 
ſe | of Graſs, Smoak, a Flower, a Shadow, a 
1 Tale, a Hand-breadth, an Hireling, a Va- 
1=- } pour, a Tent, a Weaver's Shuttle, all-Em- 
it 3 blems of ſhort anJ ſwift celerity ? ſuppoſe a 
ec | Man might ever live upon Earth, and was 
r- & never to taſt Death, his days would be but 
Ir | miſerable : Nam vita, { moriendivirtus abeſt, 
e | ſervitus eſt, was the ſaying of an Heathen 
i- 4 Philoſopher, Life without Death would be a 
o | perpetual ſervitude , who would hinder then 
Y, his 


( 70 ) 
his own happineſs lo much, as not to be ac- 
quainted with Death? ah! for the great be-& 
nefits which he brings with him, look for him 
every day, invite him to releaſe your Soul 
from its carnal Priſon, I am ſure it 1s better 
to be inveſted with the Robes of righteouſneſs 
an Heaven, than to reſide on Earth, and have 
ones fleſh clorhed with worms and clods of duſt. 

So many are the miſeries that attend this 
flitting liſe, that we may with Sexeca truly | 
cry cut, Lachryzz nobis deerunt, anteguam 
cauſes dolend; : we ſooner want tears than 
cauſes of-lorrow : ſo which way can we tra- 
vail to the great Jubile of perpetual reſt, but 
by contracting a firm friendſhip with Death, | 
who is Mortals chief friend in changing our | 
weak frailty for ſtrength that never will des- | 
cay,what greater comforts or conſolation can 
we-requeſt of Death, than his releaſing the 
_aborious Labourer from his toil ? the poor | 

Man from his penury ? the ſtranger from a þ 
hard hearted Pcople ? the holy Man from a | 
fecond Sodom to a peaceful Zoar? and no Man | 

(I-chink ) that refl:&s on rhe verious afflie- | 
tions of anſteddy Fate, but what would, like 
afflicted Job, with he might be cut off ; with 9 
him acknowledge then fhoald [ yet have com | 

fort 5 in | Death's Territories of profound | 

filence, the comſorilefs. Mortal is fure of 
ſ:nding 


(ir) 
c-Bfinding that opium, which may tranſlate his 
e-&ternat ſubſtance to everlaſting reſt; 

mf. Like Job, argue with your ſelf, what is my 
ul rength, that [ ſhould hope ? and what 1s my 
er nd, that [fhoul d proleng my life? by no {hiits 
ſs &vade the welcome news of Death, nor by 
veuſing Paſtimes and keeping Company divert 
/e. or your thoughts from contemplating your 
is Yatter end ; Death fthould never be out :of 
yy Four mind, but always meditated on : diure 
m nally think on your own mortality, as well 
nas on the mortality of thole you love : | re- 
ember it is recorded, that Ppi/lip King of 
acedonia, nightly cauſed one to ſtrike ar his 
chamber door, putting him in remembrance 
hat he was a mortal Man, this example is a; 
precedent for us to have an eye always on 
Death, that we may be ready to entertainſo 
r00d a Gueſt, who brings nothing with him 
r {hat is unprofitable : be to far from trembling 
2 Þt the ſight of the harmleſs Skeleton, that 
a Thearfully imbrace you him in your arms, & 
1 with the royal P/almiſt divinely fing, as the 
Part panteth aſter the water-brooks, ſo panteth 
2 ny Soul after thee O God. 

14 Behold ! our Redeemer how he by the 
Inyſtery of an hypoſtatical Union felt the 
miſeries of humane nature: to make Death 
aly to us : wherefore thynk it a crime 
unzardonable 


( 12 ) 
unpardonable to deſert from under the Ba 
ner of ſuch a glorious Conquerour, who camt 
to make Death lie couchant at our feer : nox 
f we deſign to follow ſuch a Leader, let us 
with a noble reſolution ſerve him : not with 
a cold indiffterency, for that is but a forry 
Soldier who follows his Emperour groaning 
alaſs! if you would cope with Death, ye 


muſt ( as the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
exhorts Timothy, ) endure hardneſs, as a good| 


Souldier of Jeſus Chriſt : you that are ſigned 


with the Croſs, the ſacred badge of Chriti1a- 


nity, challenge Death for your deliverance 
from this terreſtrial impriſonment, for when 


he has given you a Paſs from the miſeries off 
this life to enter rhe Verge of eternity, and: 
you can poſitively aſſure Chriſt you have! 
fought a good fight, then may you claim your) 
reward for faithful ſervice in theſe words of} 
the Apoſtle; Henceforth there is laid up for! 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which tim Lord the\) 


righteous judge ſhall give me at that day: and 


not to me only, but unto all them alſo that love) 


his appearing. 


Rejoyce when Death comes to ſhut up the} 


laſt day of your life, from the moment of! 
your bidding it adieu, begins the minute ofan} 
eternal birth day : O the comforts of Death ? 


it is an introduction from wo to weal, from 
oriet 


(13) 
arief to joy, ſrom ſorrow to pleafure, from 
thirſt to the Fountains of life, from hunger 
Sro a plentiful Table, from ficknels to health, 
Strom miſery to redundant happineſs, and to 
the preſence of Chriſt, who is the bleſſed and 
only Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords : Death is the chiefeſt gift which 
God has ro beſtow on his Children here : Þ 
7 remember to have read that the Prieſteſs of 
Bacchus riding up an Hill towards his Fane to 
q ſacrifice, the Beaſts tyred, whereupon her 
| two Sons relieved them and drew her up 
| ro her journey's end; for this dutiful piece of 
ſervice, ſhe begged of the Gods, that they 
off would be pleaſed, to give her Children the 
nd} beſt rhing they could beſtow on Man, they 
1 told her they would reward her Sons the 
art next day, with the beſt gifr Heaven could 
of give Mortality : the nexc morning going to 
1 ſee her Sons, the found them dead : by this 
od fiction ye may ſee the Theology of the 
,43 Heathens did allow Death to be the beſt re- 
1 ward Heaven could beſtow on Mankind. 
# Who is it can refuſe being familiar with 
he# Death? ſeeing he is the beſt Company God 
of can recommend to us ; no Chriſtian (in my 
:nJ opinion ) would deſire his abſence, fincethe 
124 benefits that do acc:ew to us by our conver- 
m4 ſation with him, return to fo good an account, 
| as 


(14)) | 
as to bring us to be acquainted with him 
whom the Preacher calls the roſe of Sharon,” 
and the lilie of the valleys : it any-are loath 
to meet Death, it 15 the Fool who hath ſais 
in bis heart there is no God. 

Death is the. mitigation of - God's wrath; 
out of the Fountain of his mercies ſprang 
mortality, that -over the calm ſtreams | 
thereof Death might wa't us to a Bleſſed ſtare 
of immortality again ; ler us bold!y launch 
out into the Occan of Ecernity, co fail to 
the Port where none but Angels harbour ; 
with Saint Auguſtine cry out to God, quzran | 
fe, ut vivat anima, | will ſeek thee that my 
Soul naxy live : deſpiſing accoreing to your 
baptiſmal Vow, al! the pomps and vanities | 
of this wicked World, take care you heve 
your wedding garment on egain(t Death comes 
to give you notice, that Jeſus 15-eoming to 
ſee how your Lamps are piyed with Oyl, & 
and being thus prepared for your Saviyur's 
reception, he lezds you to the preſence of 
his Father, whe: e 15 {ulnefs of joy, and plea- 
fures ever turning on the axel of eternal yegrs: 
thus Death to the Riylicous is but the change 
of a ba life for a better, and Saint Fehx the 
Divine aflures.us,that.he heard a Voice from 
Heaven, ſaying, Write, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth ': yea, 
ſaith 


(15. ) 
ith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their. 
rbours ; and their works do follow them... 
No Man is out of the reach of Fate, fo 
owing he muſt die, and ever} man ſhall 
[raw after him, as there are innumerable be» 
re him, imbrace Neath as a boſome friend ; 
no (pclides what Man is fo unwiſe to ſhun ir, 

SBlyhen he might have an immortal life, for 

life of pain and miſery ? for a life that 
pives nothing Without trouble as the Poet 
nts, 


. Y vncoocccumcmem.aeoecomec. Nj[ fine magno 
_ Vita labore dedit mortalitas--=-- = 
y Ab! if we would but weigh Death in an 
ix Even Ballance, we ſhould foon find the great 
-g Pifference between living and dying, by an 
ie iter deteſtation of mortality ; wethould be 


o far from ſolliciting to relide 1n the weak 
frailty of humane nature, that we ſhould be 
yer wiſhing Death would break the chain 
of brittle lite to releaſe the Soul - from . the 
mpriſonment of a corporeal Goa]; the Greeks 
ery ſignificantly call the Body ſoma quaſ 
ema, that is, the Sepulcher of the Soul, 
or ſo long as Man was ſurviving, fo long 
hey reckoned the Soul contrary to its im- 
mertal nature confined in the frail Manſion of 
a carnal Grave . conſider then this confige- 
neat of the Soul, and by how much the more 
ve 


i: 
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(26) | 
we ſhould be in Iove with life, by ſo mudf-:; 
the more we ſhould rejoyce at the news off. 
its diſſolution ; Death bringing the tiding by 
of tranſlating us to immartality, would bY 
more harmonious to our ears, than the ſweel:: 
harmony the Spheats joyn to the melediou 
notes of ever rejoyteing Ange!s ; the” eche Ir 
of the tidings would parallize the raviſhino 
cencord'of thoſe charming Jays which filled 
the etherial Pallaces of Heaven when they. 
Moruing Stars ſang together, and all the Sons: 
of God ſhouted for joy : commenting ſeriauſ] 
on the perplexuies of this life, what can we 
count the rich man's riches ? Death ; what E, 
can we count the poor man's happinels J, 
Death : what can we count the ſick man'i 
eaſe ? Death : what can we count the melan{” 
cholly man's mirth ? Death - ar what can wal, 
count the healthy Man's beft health ? Deati 
all rhis and m::ch more 1s Dcath: Death gives 
us 2 total diſcharge from all miſeries wharſo- 
ever on Earth. = 

[ have read of a fort of People © callel 
the Draujie, who at the birth of their Chili 
dren weep; bur at their death rejoyce, ' and 
with their Friends make merry - thes if we 
would refle& on the miſerics mankind is born 
ro as well as them, we ſhould not much del; 
vaate from their cuſtome ; alaſs! how-greal 


Ol 


| of Ci 17. 2, Brizyt © 99 10 
ind. many! -are, the Gan which a: mam: 
"Funs through from-che Womb to the Tiolabie 
>Fhe poor , Babe comes ,weapiog:.into- the 
"IVoerld, as if by an inſtin&t of Nature, it was: 
\ $<nſible. of rhe: calamiries it ws; to undergoe 
he ay ſorrowful. pilgrimage of this inſtable: 
| NE 
Alas ! who would deſire. to live upon 
v7 Jearth, Wien ſuch imperfections of Nature is 
Wl aily- preſented to our... ſight ? ſome} lame, 
7 ome blind, ſome deaf, ſome dumb,-ſome lug 
tick, ſome poſſeſſed, ſome bewitched, fonte: 
a Þ<Pr9us, ſome Eck ſorhat. we may: properly 
all the World an Hoſpital. .cram'd -wittr 


: ll the maladies of Gods diſpleaſure; 'or. 2 
Houſe of ROUBURE, where. Parents are;dat- 


weeping for the loſs of Children: ; Ghil- 
"Þiren. for Parents,. Widdows for Husbands 3 
Friends for Friends ; ſome for loſſes by fire; 
yome for loſſes by debts ; - ſome for loſſes by 
Robbers ; ſome for loſſes by Sea ; ſome for 
pne. loſs, and : ſome another. : inſomuch 
- Phat. if they. would rightly apply theſe 
Fricvances to. raftical conſiderations | of 
«P th, he . would be oftner, catled upon: 
A he is,.. to. relieve their. afflictions:: 
F Death-/ it is, the Compaſs. by which, 

© uſt ſteer our courſe to the Moen 

B | 


- of everlaſting ſafety ; of Death is born im- 


and..exvy. our own- happineſs ; of which' 
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( 16 ) 


mortality , of” immortality a celeſtial Erm-" 


 pire, and of  celeftial Empire eternal reſt”: 


far ſo great” benefits and comforts ſhall We 
not 1h..4 Death 2? not admire him ? not think 
an him ? we'art then ingrateful to our ſelves, |. 


—____ 


were we but ſenſible, we ſhould ſcarce, was 
a deſtroying Angel ro fly over our Houſes 
now, as he did over the Zgyprians,' to ſlay 
ourifirſt-born - or our ſelves either, ſprinkle 
the lintels of the doors, as the Wfraclites did, 
unleſs it was 2 cortinand of God as that was, 
to efeape- the wrath' of the Heavenly Nlaugh- 
terer': yet Man 'is ſo enveloped with the mn 
cciving pleaſures of this life, 'that though 
he we” oo ſo many miſerable ſpetta cles Jag 
is Eyes, yethe deſires to prong doth 

he defire to live ? yes, though ten thouſand 
times as many miſeries more Were thrown. 
_ Heaven, to afflict him for his darling, 
in 

That Man ſhould be afraid of 2 thing that, 
15-no Creature! Death "is"no ſubltance ; 
therefore When 4driax the m5 apy asked \ 
a Philoſopher what Death was; he anſwered, || \ 
an-erernal ſleep, the difſohition' of Bodies, 


the rich Man's fear, the poor Man's with, 
ig an 


44 


= ( x9 Þ On" 
2n inevitable event; an'uncertain vi fic] 
2 robber oflife ,; the 'ſather of Fee, 1 
t of life, (the _—_— of the Tiving, and 
olution of altr 
_— Deathiand Ui 


Los kit ro faces: but: © 


will compeliall. toipay the debt that is due to : | 


Nature, pay it withvur pitting, and when all 
comes to all: 'yot will-fand Death no Death, 
but a-going'to God, and God's coming to u us; 
if a Man djs he hall live: agamn,” 

The brighteſt days have gloomy dawyings, 

But ri le again mp mornings.  _ 

Had matt been! capable of knwing the 

wiſer of life, before he greek he would. 
have becn' very loth to accept it ; "and again: 
if Death were not in our power how willing- 
ly:ſhould we' defire it more than ye fear it, 
but Man isalways of a croſs natcire, the Ma- 
riner fails through ell weathers' to gain rhe 
Port, but when Death comets put us into 
our ſafe Port;: we ſhui! it as Rock or Quick- | 
ſand 3 alafs:! if we'are fo loth ts po to God, 


''] it is a manifeſt token of little love. to God, 


who' only ſends''Death to fe us from all 
worldly injuries; to: put* a period i to miſery, . 
to free ns from corperalinfirmities; to free "s, 
frem bodily labours, and cal& us" 'of all cates - 
and troubles : God ſeffds Deathi to invite us 
B.z to 
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| to the fulneſs of Grace, perfeftion of glory, 


inſeparable. fellowſhip. with Chriſt, and to 
ſettle us in our own Countrey. of Paradiſe. 
True Chriſtians ſhould fear' Sin, and not 
Death : for that Soul thift/ is'afraid of dy= 
ing is but ina bad caſe for Heaven :-the fears 
of Death multiply evils, but Faith'diminiſhes 
them - hs ocd man durſt dye; and defires 
to dye: it thews a true- Chriſtian : courage 
to. deſire Death, through which :he is ſpying 
at immort7l glory, behoſding; life that ne- 
ver dyes, and ſees the -gloripus beams of 
that morni "S ſpreading over; the ſpacious 
Chambers of; Heayen that: hath no eve nor 
ending : compare. this. life; with, Dearh, ao 


you will clearly ſee, how Death, which ſeems 


ro diſpoſleſs us. of all we eſteem. dear in this 
World, put us in poſſeſſion,of more than we 
deſet ve: alas /. here we covet to'be cottaged 
upin a houſe of.clay,whok foundation is duſt, 
when Death would bring us to att habitation 
of everlaſting. Jays : 
of happioels by calling that, Death.” which is is 
life for ever mare.,;; 


Death. is the regeneration of. the Soul, :1t-is" 
new born when. man dies :. for-this new birth 
letno. trepidations or qualms of fear'breed on- 
your heart, Dea yaly cames'to revive $ pow 
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ſo miſtake not:the term 


:3n* 


”" i 8 ww ww ia © 2  p@$ fra, fc 4 @... oo }_# oo teas guys tritnG, ay... ©. TS wo @ VXH wt ci emu 66a 


3. E-4 EÞ.u24...4. £4 _ %. aq. @£A.c; EE. CCC. Rect Siu M.+ Si. 0: 


Ws 


me a Mrs 


ry , 


(21 ) 
in his arms of ferenity,. joy, and peace, alaſs! 
had death been evil, Cain had been ſlain for 
his barbarous fratricide, his pardon of life, 
not his: puniſhment of marking made him to 
cry out My puniſhment is greater than 1 can 


| ear :'he had rather have been ſeated in the 


houſe of Death, than have' been a vagabond 
as he was upon Earth, for all motions Nleri 
towards the end of life, tend toreſt - call then 
for Death:to releaſe your heaven born ſoul 
from this earthly confinement : 'be not daun- 
ted like Atheiſts for fear of a »0r: eſe, nor ſtart- 
led like Libertines for fear of a'ma/e eſſe, for 
there is certainly an endleſs futerity which the 
”—_ ſhall dwell in after this life, and whoſce- 
all, call upon the' name - of the 'Lord ſhalt 
Fad as ſoon as Death has dilcourſed with 
= your Soul ſhall ſup that night wich Chr i/ 
in Paradiſe : this is the true tran(migration of 
ſouls/from miſery to joy, and not from body 
to body as Pythagoras vainly thought : how 
conlolatery then might we make Death to 
us. by: thinking on his arreption of ſouls to 


\ Heaven? Death only comes to give a fu- 


perhumane Being to. Man, and to let us 
no. more ſeek rhe' Benediftions -of God, 
bur eternally to enjoy the -GOD of Be> 
nedictions. 

7 BE Nothing 


j- {MI 

Nothing is fo profitable as Death, there- 
fore no mifery can be more capital ro Man 
then the irailty,of humane life ; from whence 
all croſles, . diſcords, and perturbations of 
mind are derived ; how many feeling; extre- 
mities a man goes through . before. his life 
reaches the, winter of hoary age, which 
makes a ſtrange ' transformation of his weak 
nature, his head ſhaking, his"ſight dingn, his 
jaws fallen, his, gums \toothleſs,»! his veins 
wither'd, - his marrow dry'd; his bones fapleſs, 
his ſtomach phlegmatiek, his joynts ' feeble, 
his limbs gumb'd, his blood. cold, in a word 
the whole Machine of his feeble. body out of 
order, ſo it it may be ſaid without offence to 


Heaven, it-is better for that Man that muſt 


be born, .to meet his Grave as {oon as he en- 
ters the Verge of this rroubleſome, and al- 
ways perplexcd life. 

There remaineth a reſt to the people f Gad, 
who then would be ſo befotted with'a ſechar- 
gick drowſineſs of mind, as not to leave Fa- 


ther, leave Mother, leave | Brother, leave 
Siſter, leave Relarions, leave Friends, and all 


things whatſoever we eſteem moſt dear in 
this World, to enter into the reſt of Ged? 
Far he that is entered inte his reſt, he Uohath 
ce aſed from , his own works yas Gs did from 0 | 
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O / let us who arc in love with our precious 
Souls labour therefore to. enter into that reſt, 
where peace redounds for ever more. 
Through, the Houſe appointed for all li- 
ving, we paſs to Heaven, the glorious King- 
dom where the Ele& and faithful Servants 
of God ſhall far ever Reign with him ; Death 
tranſperts us to' ſit under! the Canopy of 
that. Throne . where is joy without ſorrow, 
reſt without labour, dignity without fear, 
riches without loſs, health without ſickneſs, 
abundance without defeftion, perpetuity 
without corruption, and bliſs without cala- 
mity ; Heaven is the Region where no bit- 
ternels, takes. place; a Region where no 
Thunders, Lightnings, Tempeſt, Hai), ex- 
tream cold, nor exceſſive heat ſhalt annoy 
us more ;, there: Prodigies ſhall.not fright' us 
with the dire aſpeCts of jarring | Planets ; 


there the harſh language of ſorrow ſhall no 


more invade our ears with terrors; the dia- 
le& in; the bright Empyrean, where is erec- 
ted. on. the! ſupreameſt loft of Eternity the 
Throne of God, 4s all ecſtarical joy : once 
Death: conveys us to thoſe Regions of never 
deficient happineb, there ſhall we be in com- 
munion 'with Seraphins, and -Cherubins, 
Archangels, and Angels; there ſhall we be 
| | familiar 
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familiar with bleſſed Michael, who caſt proud: | 


Lucifer and his rebellious aſſociates from Hea- 
ven ; there ſhall we be correſpondent with 
Gabriel, who on the happy Day of Man's 
Salvation with Legions of the Heaven] 

Hoſts ſang to admiring Shepherds the ſweet 
Carol of g/oria in exceiſis ; Death brings our 


Souls to be ſpeQarors of the glorious Cavel- 


cade of bleſſed Confeflors, triumphantly hol- 
ding the Croſs--oyer the immacu'ate Lamb, 
enanging then the-Motto i» hoe figno vinces 
tor in hoc. figpia obtinuimus celum, by this fign 
have we won:Heaven. * 

_ | Death having ſeparated the-pure ſubſtance 
of our Souls':from theſe clods of dirt, then 
Adam ſhall fee: all his Grand-Children the 


Sons of Eros together : Abraham all his faith- |C 


ful leed: Job ſhall fee his "Children : then 
ſhall John the Baptiſt ſee his Penitents : Peter 
his Cenverts.: Paul his Followers : the Pro- 
phets -of the ;Lord ſee all the Lord's People : 

then. ſhall God ſet: all his Sons; and Chri/f 
all his Members: -when* Death has brought 


all Mankind t9 Heaven, what 'a þlorious ap- 


pearance - will- there be, what a raviſhin 
Heavenly Quire, what an Anthem ſhall there 
harmon.oufly be ſung; and-we be made wel- 


-come by the mutual, admirable, and jneffable Ji 


Lo. *'& 
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embracements of God and Chriſt ; methinks 


I ſee Feſus and his believers like Joſeph Ge Bens 
jamin, falling upon each others Necks, not 
weeping but ſhouting for joy ; how will the 
whole Hierarchy of ſhining Spirits rejoyce 
to fee the Saints, Apoſtles, the whole Army 
of. Martyrs, & the holy Chureh throughout 
all the World meet in Heaven with'Palms jn 
their hands, and Crowns on their Heads, to 
fing hallelujah, hallelxjah to the King of Kings 
for ever and ever. | 
Ah ! Death is welcom to a good Man at 
any time, he is ſenſible he ſends Souls to enjoy 
themſelves to eternity with the knowledge 
of one another ; Death guides us tothe Land 
where the Father ſhall find his Children, the 
Children their Parents, Kindred know. Kine 
dred, and Friend his Friend ; for if Dives 1 
the ſtate of Damnation knew Lazarus, when. 
he liſted up his Eyes from Hell and faw. him 
in Abraham's boſome, no doubt but. thoſe in 
a ſtate of happineſs, ſhall know one another, 
ko make the.greatneſs of celeſtial bliſs perf: 


O! what bliſs will this be that mortals ſhall 
hereafter meet, and know ane another in a 


Kingdom that is all love withour. falthood ; 


in what ſolid joys will they greet one another, - | 


in the regions of endleſs pleaſures; O ! how 


phe Indulgent Father, and as indulgent 


Mother 
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Mother will:rcjoyce for finding again their|*! 
Children, for the 'loſs ' of whom they had 
ſhedded' nighr 2nd: day many tears, who, |. 
like Rachel, would not be comforted, becauſef + 
they were not ; how' the poor Orphans will 
cling to their Parents, ſince whoſe privatzon|' 
they had ſuffered many 'miferies on Farth ; 
Husbands enjoy their Wives company with 
an inſeparable Union ; how lovingly will: 
long” parted: Kindred imbrace one another, | 
and friends rejoyce at friends eternal wel-[] 
fare. - | 5 
_" Since Death is the Harbinger of ' Felicity, 
let us be as defirous of appearing before God 
as Job was, when he-fervently cryed, O that 
1 knew where I might find bim ! that I might 
come even to bis ' ſeat ! to claim the ineſti- 
mable promiſe that he hath promiſed us, 'even| 
eternal life : what Mortal will let his knows 
ledge be fo intoxicated as to ſlight rhis kind- 
neſs of ' never diminiſhing bleſfings, for the 
allurements of thoſe 'remporal temptations 
which King $9Jowo» | ( the wileſt of Men | 
ftiles varrty of vanities, and emphatically ['* 
backs it with all is vanity ; fo that there 1s" 
nothing in this World that can indulge'our 
affetions with the ove of it, as Riches, Hon- 
_ our, Preferment, Crowns, Scepters, Diadems, f 
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allaces, Attendance, or the like, but what 

wanity and vexation of Spirit. 

O! the depth of the goodneſs and love of 
r od to Man, in extending his mercy o far as 
11 | make us mortal; though the Ambition of 

pur firſt Parents in Eden aſpired to be Gods, 

crime ſo great, that it could not be expia- 

d but by the facrifice of a bleeding Jeſus, 
et amidſt his curſes for their grand difobe- 
lience, was he graciouſly pleaſed ro make 

iſerable Poſteriry happy by the privation of. 
life; by dying we thall retrieve the happy 

late of immortality again: immortality ! O 
7 >The found of it ! leaves {uch a charming echo 

, Þ? z' Soul raviſhed for liberty, that were ir 

ot a fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, violence: 
"yl yould quickly give it paſſage to its native 
en tb ; violence. would quickly invade the: 
as mpire of Death, and bravely proclaim the , 
4. foice of War before his Pallace gates : but,” 
ne (>0d's time muſt be our time, a Man muſt reſt 
Fontented with God's pleaſure, and with Job. 
$ ay, all the days of my appointed time will. [ 
pait, till my change come : Whenever it ſhall 

A leaſe the wiſe diſpoler of all things to ſum- 
on us before his Throne of grace, with a 

Ehriſtax like courage thake hands with Death, 
Rl nd thank him for the, news of fetching you 
? to 
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to take poſſeſſion of an everlaſiing Parrimozfeee 
ny in the Heavenly Caxaay, ;wherc, forrows[;,f 
never ſhall affti& you more. 5 v1 {WHIC< 

As the Pſalmift fays, What man 14. he.thatthe 
Eveth and ſhall not ſee death? ſhall, he deliverith: 
bis Seul from the hand of the grave ?. no; theſes, 
Iiterrogatorics can not be reſiſted by Mans 
The days of our years are threeſcore years & tex; 
GS if by reaſvn of ftrength they be fourſcore years, by 
yet is their firength /abour and ſorrow: Why. |St 
then thould we be afraid of the comfortable! | jri 
news of Death, which brings us the, Expreſs [vi 
ef our Coronation'in Heaven ? alafs? Death; I 
is no ſuch bugbear as we take, it, to be, he is, Jef 
tame as a young .Lion brought up by fapd ; fv 
and where the armour of godlineſs glitters in, Ire 
his eyes, he comes upon termsof capitUatipn,;|w 
and admits you with Colours flying to march; b! 
through his Territories withour the leait mp», 
leftation or let as may be. _ "+500 
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write! or foul to conceive the. joys which fa 
Death brings us to 2 we cannet from the un-,. [fl 
fathomed depth of ſancic retrieve thoughts, 
' high enough to deferibe them ; there will our. 
ears be entertained with the ecſtatical charms- 
of Angels,” ſtagingtheir moſt melodious Jays, . 
and unanimouſly celebrating the _— 
03 i | K 
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ſof their eternal King : incharming notes ex+ | 
oxfceeting the harmonious concords of the ſmees 
VSTinfluences of Pleiades, or other the concurri 
DJConftellations tuning to the fweet Muſick of 
ahItheir revolving orbs + Death / it's the Pilot 
erfthart brings Men to the Harbour where God 
Iegball wipe all tears from their eyes, and make 
Jus ctcrnally happy. Date] > 
wi If Orpheus and Amphion ( as the Poets fing) 
S»Jby the harmony o* their Lutes could incite 
;|Stones and Trees te dance after them, how 
much more ſhould the harmony of Death in- 
vite us to follow him, to a City, whoſe buil- 
der and maker is God? alaſs! Mav that is bor 
of a Woma n, is of few days, and full of trouble, 
;$Fwhy then ſhould we. covet to remain. in for- 
-Jrow ? and beg of Heaven to avert that ſtroke, 
which only cuts us off from the miſeries of s 
burtherifome life ? alaſs ! what is life in this 
World ? it is full of labour, corruptible, full 
| of bitterneſs, the Miſtreſs of evils, and Maid 
,Jto Hel: here griefs perplex us, thirſts make 
faint, air blaſt us, heats tire us, high ſeeding in- 
flames the blood, faſting maccrares age makes 
you crooked, and infirmity breaks us ; who 
*hen muſt deliver us from theſe difeomfortrs of 
1umane frailtics ? Death ; it is Death that will 
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bring you under the proteQtion. of that Goc 
Who will feed us with utkeard of bleſſings : 
alfs! will Death bring us to ſuch happiueſs | 
who then would be ſhy of him ?. but cater 
rain him as kindly as Lo? did the Meſſengers 
of Sodem's deftruftion $ let us now prepare 
our ſelves againſt Death comes, and as ſoonj 
as we are bleſſed with. his preſence, joytully 
cy out in rhe words of the royal Pſalmilt, 
O' God, thou art my God, my Soul thirſteth for 
thee, my fleſh longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirſty land, where no water is: to:ſee thy 
Zower and thy glory, Becauſe thy loving kinds 
neſs is better than life : caſt your eye .on 
Death with a ſmiling countenance, for, once 
he viſits you 'in earneſt}, it 1s with Orders 
from the King of immortal Subjedts, ro guard 


your Soul to that Kingdom where b'ifs. a> } 
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